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Abstract. This article analyzes the pedagogical interpretation of the concept of
“Integration”, its theoretical foundations, and its role in the modern educational process.
Integration is described as a didactic approach that ensures interdisciplinary connections
within the education system and forms a holistic system of knowledge in learners. In
addition, the study reveals the coherence of integrative education with the competency-based
approach, its significance in developing creative thinking, and its overall pedagogical
effectiveness.
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INTRODUCTION

The modern education system is undergoing significant transformation due to
global socio-economic processes, the rapid development of digital technologies, and the
exponential growth of knowledge. Under such conditions, the primary objective of education
1s no longer limited to the transmission of information; rather, it focuses on fostering
systematic thinking, creative approaches, independent decision-making, and competency-
based development among learners. In this regard, the necessity of teaching knowledge not
as isolated disciplinary content but as an interconnected and holistic system is becoming
increasingly important. Within this scientific and pedagogical context, the concept of
Integration emerges as a fundamental methodological category. In education, integration is
regarded as a didactic approach aimed at ensuring substantive and methodological
connections among different disciplines, thereby enabling learners to perceive knowledge as
a coherent system rather than as fragmented information. Through this process, students
develop the ability to understand real-life phenomena and processes as parts of a unified
whole and to apply acquired knowledge in practical activities. The pedagogical
significance of integration lies in its capacity to strengthen interdisciplinary relationships
within the educational process, harmonize knowledge acquired from various subjects, and
ultimately contribute to the formation of a systematic scientific worldview among learners.
For example, when visual arts, history, literature, and technology are integrated, students
gain a deeper understanding not only of theoretical concepts but also of their practical and
cultural dimensions. Consequently, the educational process becomes more meaningful and
effective.

Contemporary competency-based education is largely founded upon an integrative
approach. Competence encompasses not only the acquisition of knowledge but also the ability
to apply that knowledge in real-life situations. Integration directly supports this objective by
helping learners connect theoretical knowledge with practical activities, analyze problematic
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situations, and develop creative solutions. The relevance of the problem stems from the fact
that, in many educational institutions, subjects are still taught separately according to
traditional approaches. Such practices often lead to fragmented knowledge acquisition,
preventing students from establishing meaningful connections among concepts learned in
different disciplines. As a result, learners develop a collection of disconnected facts rather
than a comprehensive and systematic understanding of reality. This, in turn, restricts the
development of creative thinking, analytical skills, and the ability to solve complex problems
holistically. Therefore, a thorough scientific examination of the pedagogical essence of
integration, the identification of its didactic potential, and its effective implementation in the
educational process constitute important scientific and practical tasks of contemporary
pedagogical research. In particular, the harmonization of the integrative approach with the
competency-based education model plays a strategic role in improving the quality of modern
education.

This article is devoted to addressing this significant issue by providing a scientific
analysis of the pedagogical interpretation of the concept of integration, its theoretical
foundations, and 1its functional possibilities within the educational process.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND RESEARCH METHODS. In the course of studying
the pedagogical interpretation of the concept of integration, scientific works by both national
and international scholars were analyzed. The literature review revealed that the issue of
pedagogical integration has been examined from various perspectives by numerous
researchers and is primarily associated with interdisciplinary connections, the
harmonization of educational content, and the development of a competency-based approach.
In particular, the idea of integration is regarded in pedagogy as an essential component of
the didactic system, enabling the educational process to function as a holistic system and
facilitating the presentation of knowledge in a systematic rather than fragmented manner.
Some researchers consider integration as a means of unifying educational content, while
others interpret it as a method for developing students’ creative thinking and problem-
solving competencies. Furthermore, contemporary pedagogical literature emphasizes the
close relationship between integration and the competency-based model of education.
According to this approach, integration enables learners to apply knowledge acquired from
different disciplines in practical activities and relate it to real-life situations.

Research Methods.To achieve the objectives of this study, the following research methods
were employed:

. Theoretical Analysis Method — used to identify the scientific foundations of the
concept of integration through the study, analysis, and synthesis of pedagogical,
psychological, and methodological literature.

. Comparative Analysis Method — applied to compare definitions of integration
proposed by different scholars and to identify their similarities and differences.

. Systematic Approach Method — wutilized to examine integration as a holistic
educational system and to analyze the interrelationships among its structural components.
. Generalization Method — employed to formulate scientific conclusions based on the
theoretical data obtained during the research process.

The application of these methods made it possible to provide a deeper understanding
of the pedagogical essence of integration and to substantiate its role and significance within
the contemporary educational system.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION. During the research process, the theoretical and
methodological foundations of the concept of pedagogical integration were analyzed, and its
role and functional potential within the modern educational system were examined. The
findings indicate that integration serves as an important didactic tool for organizing the
educational process as a holistic system and strengthening interdisciplinary relationships.
The analysis revealed that an integrated educational process enables students to perceive
knowledge not as separate disciplinary components but as an interconnected system. This
contributes to the development of logical thinking, analytical abilities, and generalization
skills. Furthermore, the integrative approach stimulates students’ creative thinking and
allows them to apply knowledge acquired from different disciplines in a comprehensive
manner when solving problem situations. = The discussion results demonstrate that
integration is directly related to the competency-based education model, as it facilitates the
combination of theoretical knowledge with practical activities. Through this approach,
students develop not only knowledge but also the ability to apply it effectively in real-life
situations. At the same time, several challenges were identified during the study. In
particular, the insufficiently systematic implementation of interdisciplinary integration in
educational practice and the limited methodological preparedness of some teachers for
applying integrative approaches negatively affect educational effectiveness to a certain
extent. These findings highlight the necessity of developing additional methodological
resources and strategies for the effective implementation of integrated educational
technologies. Overall, the research findings confirm that integration occupies a
significant place in the pedagogical process and serves as an effective means of improving
educational quality and developing students’ systematic knowledge and competencies. At the
same time, the study demonstrates that integration should be viewed not only as a
methodological approach but also as a specific mode of pedagogical thinking. It requires
teachers to possess a high level of methodological competence, interdisciplinary knowledge,
and a creative approach to teaching and learning. In conclusion, the widespread
implementation of integration-based educational technologies represents one of the most
relevant directions of contemporary pedagogy. This approach plays a crucial role in
enhancing students’ intellectual potential, developing them into competitive individuals, and
ensuring that educational systems adapt effectively to global trends in educational
development.
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